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REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 remain active in this case and stand allowed. 

The specification has been amended herein to clarify and respond to an issue raised in 
the Notice of Allowance regarding Figure 1 and the description thereof on page 23 of the 
specification. Care has been taken such that no new matter has been entered. 

The Applicant wants to thank Primary Examiner Francis Jaworski for the courtesies 
extended to Applicant's representative, Christopher Ward, during the telephone conversation 
on November 8, 2006. The amendment set forth herein is believed to correspond to the 
changes discussed during the telephone conversation and is believed to overcome the drawing 
objection raised in the Notice of Allowance. The Primary Examiner is requested to contact 
Applicant's undersigned representative if further changes are needed in order to place the 
application into condition for allowance. 

Upon receipt of the Notice of Allowance dated September 27, 2006, the Applicant 
reviewed Figures 1 and 2 and the descriptions thereof in light of the claimed invention in 
order to respond to the suggestion on the bottom of page 2 to the top of page 3 of the Notice 
of Allowance that Figure 1 and possibly Figure 2 should be labeled as prior art. With regard 
to Figure 2, the Applicant notes that page 22, lines 3-5, of the specification unequivocally 
indicate that the depiction therein is of the present invention, since it states that Figure 2 is a 
view of a rigid tip end section of an insertion instrument of the ultrasound endoscope 
"according to an embodiment of the present invention." Thus, the Applicant submits that the 
label of "Prior Art" for Figure 2 would be inappropriate, since it depicts features of the 
present invention. Furthermore, the Applicant submits that, for at least the reason that Figure 
1 depicts a general view of the rigid tip end section, which is noted as being part of the 
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present invention and is labeled in the same manner as in the remaining figures depicting the 
invention, Figure 1 also depicts features of the present invention. Thus, the Applicant 
submits that the label of "Prior Art" for Figure 1 would be inappropriate, since it depicts 
features of the present invention. 

In order to address the objection and clarify the specification, the portion of the 
specification that lead to confusion has been amended herein to indicate that Figure 1 
schematically shows a general layout of a typical ultrasound endoscope "in which the present 
invention has been advantageously incorporated." Thus, the specification makes clear that 
the depiction in Figure 1 is a general schematic depiction of the present invention 
incorporated into what is otherwise a typical ultrasound endoscope. 

Accordingly, the Applicant respectfully requests the withdrawal of the drawing 
objection. 

Since the present Amendment is timely submitted after the Applicant's receipt and 
review of the formal Notice of Allowance, entry the present Amendment is believed to be in 
order and is respectfully requested. 
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